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The immigration and refugee policy in Japan is notorious but less known in the international community.  In 2022, there are 3772 refugee applicants in Japan, but only 202 get approved. The approval rate is less than 5%. an extremely low number among developed countries. (1)  Japan neither party to UN Conventions on Statelessness nor Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. (2)  The immigration law amendment in 2023 make the situation even worse. (3)

Yesterday, a NHK documentary director and an anchor shared the documentary shot 10years ago on this topic and the serious life of stateless people in Japan. (4)  2 protagonists in the film also attended in the panel discussion in the Waseda university. (5)  One is born and raised in Japan by Myanmar student revolutionists, and another is a descendent from the no longer existed Yugoslavia.  After 10 years and 6 times of application, the Myanmar man finally gets his Japanese citizenship in his 30s, even though he spent his whole life in this country.  The Yugoslav guy is less lucky, after arriving Japan for over 20 years, he is still forbidden to work by the Japanese government, although he can fluently leverage 5 languages and volunteered in many NGOs.  He is trapped in a provisional release.  Any company wants to hire him will even be fined by the law.

Japan has cried for labor shortages for years and introducing more expats and blue collar workers to the country.  Meanwhile, the number of Japanese  students studying abroad is dropping for 20 years. (6)  While the Japanese government is claiming global commitments on human rights(7), a strategy with integrity is still missing. (8)

I volunteered in the event hosted by the "Stateless Network" for awhile.  Taiwan is also less recognized in the international society.  Recent geopolitical tensions also make HongKongnese and even normal Chinese citizens fleeing to Japan.  While writing a series of feature around belongings and social capital,  this aspect is one of the artificial boundaries that human create and will never be solved by any artificial intelligence.

(1)
https://www.refugee.or.jp/refugee/japan_recog/

(2)
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/ending-statelessness/un-conventions-statelessness

(3)
https://www.nichibenren.or.jp/en/document/statements/230706.html

(4)
https://www.nhk.or.jp/hearttv-blog/1700/1701/147658.html

(5)
https://stateless-network.com/?p=2818

(6)
https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20230201-mext_kotokoku01-1412692_00003.pdf

(7)
https://www.moj.go.jp/ENGLISH/HB/about/promotion.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/human/index.html

(8)
https://www.nichibenren.or.jp/en/document/statements/230711.html
